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When it is proved, as it repeatedly has been before
parliamentary   and   departmental   committees,   that
India has at the prese'nt time to pay at least twice
as much for her recruits as she would have to pay if
she could obtain  them  for herself,  and when it is
pointed out how costly to her in various other ways
is the army partnership which has been  established
between her and England, it is usually urged that
the general interests of England and the rest of the
Empire render the  maintenance of this partnership
necessary.    Thus it is  said, " If England and India
both competed in the English labour market for re-
cruits, various inconveniences might arise."    In the
days of the Company, India had a European army
of her own, and although she obtained her recruits
at an extremely cheap rate, yet service in the Com-
pany's European   army was  always  eagerly sought
after.    India, if she were again permitted to recruit
for   herself,   might   make   service  in   her   army  so
attractive, that, to the disadvantage of England, she
wToulcl draw away some of the best recruits.    But, if
for any such reasons as these, it is necessary to make
India compulsorily share in the costly military organi-
sation of England, the greatest care should be taken
not to throw upon her any charge which she would
not have to bear if she were allowed to obtain re-
cruits on her own terms, and make her own arrange-